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their self-exposure could not but have ended
in a pitiable climb-down; but the party
was banned. They were thus spared a
good many troubles, and it was not long
before they recovered a faint halo of martyr-
dom for suffering persecution at the hands of
a Government whose popularity soon began
to wane. By these methods Daladier, who
was out to destroy the Communists, in fact
saved them. If ever there should be a Com-
munist come-back in France, they will owe it
to the short-sightedness of their opponents.
This was another element which un-
happily influenced the situation. Just as,
before the war, the Communists had wrongly
come to be associated with a policy of re-
sistance to Hitler, which was thereby dis-
credited, now the opposition against the
war as it was conducted by an inert and
inefficient clique of shirkers appeared to be
somehow bound up with the Communists:
an inextricable confusion which totally
obscured the issue. This was one of the
roots of Labour's tragic weakness.
LEON BLUM AND His PARTY
It would have been up to the Socialists
to clear up this maze of misunderstandings
and give the workers of France a clear and